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Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District encourages communities to 
adopt practices to minimize stormwater runoff and runoff pollution. Runoff from 
rainwater and snowmelt enters storm drains, carrying pollutants from lawn 
fertilizers, pesticides and vehicle fluids directly to streams and rivers.  We can 
make a difference and improve local water quality by implementing common 
backyard conservation practices including: 

Rain Gardens  Rain Barrels 

Native Plantings  Mulching 

Drop Irrigation Pervious Surfaces 

Dry Streambeds Streamside Buffers 

Composting  Green Roofs 

     Integrated Pest Management 

Appropriate Use of Landscaping Chemicals 

 
Stormwater Awareness Week is a regional effort that 
encourages communities (and the groups that care 
about them) to raise stormwater awareness via 
newsletters and social media posts, or with fun, 
educational events. Anyone can participate in 
Stormwater Awareness Week and this year we 
encourage you to check out our event calendar with 
many different opportunities to protect our water 
resources this week and beyond.   

 

Our Environmental Education Team is excited to 
share an after-school, virtual program specifically for 
youth, called Rain Fish. In this program we'll explore 
where rain goes when it falls as we craft and create 
fish from repurposed and natural 
materials. Everyone is welcome and we hope you 
can join us!  

Please note: Participants will need to provide glue/tape, repurposed materials 
(egg crates, cardboard tubes, beads, cereal boxes, etc.) and/or natural found 
materials, to construct their Rain Fish.  

Rain Fish 

Tuesday, October 19th 

4:00-4:30 PM  

           Click here to register 

FALL 2021  

1404 Goodale Blvd. Suite 100 

Columbus, OH 43212 

franklinswcd.org 

mailto:lpettit@franklinswcd.org?subject=2021-22%20Environmental%20Education%20Program
https://www.franklinswcd.org/event-calendar
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=nhlut8zab&oeidk=a07einyeh4q1c45fde6
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Ohio Energy Project Renewable Energy STEM Design Challenges 

FREE to all Ohio Schools! 

KidWind STEM Design Challenge  Grades 7-12 

MacGyver Wind Lift Design Challenge  Grades 3-6 

 

Careers in Energy Virtual Field Trips 

These no-cost, live virtual webinars (ZOOM) focus on positions in renewable energy: 

• November 3: 1-1:45 PM  One Energy in Findlay-Careers in Wind 

• November 17: 1-1:45 PM  Entri Foundry in Wapakoneta-Careers in Solar 

Bring the Farm to You this school year!  

These impressive programs travel right to your school, 
addressing science and social studies standards while engaging 

students in fascinating topics that directly relate to their lives.  

 

Live Farm Animal programs teach students about farm animals 
and where our food and fiber come from. Choose between the Mini 
Farm - a formal presentation teaching about chickens, ducks, and 
rabbits, and the Farm Animal Event - a full farmyard of animals 
including chickens, ducks, rabbits, turkeys, sheep, goats, and a pig 
set up right outside your school for students to learn about and 
interact with. 
 

Apple Cidering demonstrations are perfect for the season! Fun 
and delicious presentations explore the history of apples while teaching your students how apple cider is 
made. Can take place inside or outside. 
 

Beekeeping will help your students explore pollinators as they learn how a beekeeper cares for a hive and 
how honey bees work cooperatively to make honey. Inside presentation. 
 

Maple Sugaring introduces students to the sweet skill of making maple syrup, sharing the techniques that 
the early American settlers learned from the natives, as well as how it is made today. Includes samples of 
maple sap and syrup. Inside presentation. 
 

Wool Spinning demonstrates the process of transforming sheep wool into yarn through the steps of 
shearing, washing, combing and spinning, teaching students where clothes come from. Inside presentation.  
 

For more information and to reserve, visit www.bringthefarmtoyou.com 

https://ohioenergy.org/educators/energy-for-kids/kidwind-stem-design-challenge
https://ohioenergy.org/educators/energy-for-kids/macgyver-wind-lift-stem-design-challenge
https://ohioenergy.org/educators/careers-in-energy
http://www.bringthefarmtoyou.com
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Rain Garden/Rain Barrel Workshop 
 

Join Licking County Soil and Water Conservation District for a Rain 
Garden/Rain Barrel Workshop in celebration of Stormwater Awareness 

Week 
 
 

Monday, October 18, 2021 
5:00-6:30 PM  

771 E Main Street 
Newark, OH 43055 

 
Click Here for More Information 

Rain Barrels will be 
sold at a 

discounted price 
of $50 

 

Cleaner Columbus Youth Grants 

 

 

This grant program engages youth groups (sports teams, cheer squads, scout units, chess club, service, aca-
demic, and civic organizations, etc.) throughout the city of Columbus to target neighborhoods and parks fac-
ing litter challenges by collecting litter and debris. Cleaner Columbus Youth Grants will encourage environ-
mental stewardship with participants while resulting in neighborhood beautification. This program will run 

through Friday, October 29, 2021.  
 

Columbus City Council has provided a list of target areas within the city of Columbus. There will be a $500 
grant for each area cleaned. Areas will be awarded based on the order interest requests are received. If an 

area has already been assigned, the city will respond with an alternative suggestion.   

Qualifications:   

• Groups/Teams must consist of youth between the ages of 10-18 to participate in this program. 

• Group/Team must be registered or addressed in the City of Columbus. 

• All youth must be supervised by a "parent approved" adult at all times with a maximum of 8 kids per adult. 

• Groups may not apply for more than 2 areas, unless a specific area has not been identified by another 

group/team. Maximum of 3 areas per group/team.   

• All areas must be cleaned on assigned day, weather permitting; at which time the team will clean the area 

on assigned alternate date. 

• All materials borrowed from Keep Columbus Beautiful are to be returned within 48 hours of completing 

the assigned area to receive payment. 

 

Click here for more information about this grant program including the list of target areas within the City of 

Columbus and the application form.  

https://lickingswcd.com/news-events/event-calendar.html/event/2021/10/18/rain-garden-rain-barrel-workshop/354868
https://www.columbus.gov/council/information/cleaner-columbus-youth-grants/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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OPHI Milkweed Pod Collection 
 

Each year Ohio's Soil and Water Conservation Districts serve as 
locations for residents to donate ripe Common Milkweed (Ascelpias 
syriaca) seed pods. The seed pods are given to the Ohio Pollinator 
Habitat Initiative for use on pollinator habitat restoration projects 
around the state of Ohio.   

 

We will have a green collection bin with a yellow lid outside of our 
office at 1404 Goodale Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212 through October 31st.  When ripe, pods should split open 
easily when you apply light pressure on them with your thumb. As a good rule, only donate pods that are 
brown to ensure seeds are mature. Leave some seed pods on your plants, remember the pods can be 
important food and shelter for insects like Milkweed bugs 

The Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative is a 
collaborative effort.  Click here for more 
information about how you can join OPHI 

in promoting pollinator conservation.   

 

For more information about FSWCD’s 
Milkweed Pod Collection, click here. 

Spring Happenings 

Spring will be here before we know it and we want to remind you there are many fun ways to foster 
environmental stewardship and appreciation in your students. Please join us this spring! 

 

2022 Conservation Poster Contest 

“Healthy Soils: Healthy Life” 

Healthy soils are the foundation for all life on Earth.  Healthy soils give us clean air and 
water, plentiful crops and forests, diverse wildlife and beautiful landscapes. 

FSWCD’s 2022 Conservation Poster Contest will begin in January 
 

2022 Area 5 Envirothon 

The Envirothon reinforces and enhances interest in the environment/natural resources among 
high school students. This competition tests knowledge of soils, forestry, wildlife, aquatic 
ecology, current environmental issues, and encourages teamwork and cooperative decision-
making. More information about the Area 5 Envirothon coming soon—we hope you can join us! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NGs6zBjZi-ThN1jnSBV8I7jwVuopb4bpOeo24Z5ayJls0mZEBlAlkxfVAvd0B3iqfoFaS1_njSop064J4kwawX9HZ-8geexLWvKDaGJdSB2kfbPwQR1BwgzJK-uTdAwQFqNDCu3u5IyLS7XnsAkgsVftTSFDt3vTTjSm4j6pxM4=&c=rg1su8wc1x0pajwuFK8p5gAzwYwrgWxeyHXIFpmuH8uVzpHaBj8P7
http://www.ophi.info/home.html
https://www.franklinswcd.org/milkweed
https://www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-poster-contest
https://www.franklinswcd.org/envirothon
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FRANKLIN SOIL AND WATER HAPPENINGS 

Environmental Education Programs 

We’re back in the classroom! Our Environmental Education Team is so excited to be offering both in-person 
and virtual learning opportunities during the 2021-22 academic year. In addition to programs, we also have a 

variety of educational resources including newsletters and models/kits for loan. Did we mention that most 
schools within cities, municipalities, villages and townships in Franklin County can participate in these 

programs for FREE!! Please contact us today if you would like to set-up a program or loan this school year.  

CLICK HERE for 2021-22 Environmental 
Education Program Information 

CLICK HERE for SWIFTlet Newsletters & 
Coloring Pages 

mailto:lpettit@franklinswcd.org?subject=2021-22%20Environmental%20Education%20Program
https://www.franklinswcd.org/education
https://www.franklinswcd.org/swiftlets


 

 

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District and the Natural Resources 

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION 

Representation Matters 

The Children and Nature Network recently partnered 
with Nappy, a stock photography company on a mission 

to improve representation. Their goal: to improve 
diversity and representation in the outdoors, one photo 

at a time. C&NN is sharing the collection of 60 photos, 
freely available through Nappy. Check out the full 

article here and please explore and share their new 
Nappy.co photo collection. 

The Diverse BookFinder is a comprehensive 
collection of children's picture books featuring Black 

and Indigenous people and People of Color (BIPOC). 
Trade picture books fitting this criteria and published 
since 2002, have been cataloged and analyzed. The 

Diverse BookFinder is recognized as a 2021 Best 
Digital Tool by the American Association of School 

Librarians. 

North American Association for  

Environmental Education  

Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion 

NAAEE is working with members, partners and other to create a more just and sustainable future. Check out 
this site, that includes a list of resources, including resources developed by NAAEE, designed to help 
educators and learners of all ages center equity in their work in the field of environmental education. 

https://www.childrenandnature.org
https://nappy.co/studio
https://nappy.co/childrennaturenetwork
https://www.childrenandnature.org/resources/improving-diversity-and-representation-in-the-outdoors-one-photo-at-a-time/
https://www.childrenandnature.org/resources/improving-diversity-and-representation-in-the-outdoors-one-photo-at-a-time/
https://diversebookfinder.org/
https://naaee.org/our-work/programs/justice-equity-diversity-and-inclusion

